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The Interlake Property site is an inactive landfill and lagoon 

encompassing 289 acres in a heavily Industrialized area of southeastern 

Chicago, Cook County, Illinois. Approximately one-third, or 96 acres, 

of the site had been used for landfilling and as lagoons. Eighty-seven 

acres on-site have been designated as vetlands by the United States Army 

Corps of Engineers. 

The site is located vest of Acme Steel, formerly Interlake Steel. 

The site was purchased by Waste Management, Inc., from Interlake, Inc., 

in June 1981. 

Filling operations began in 1968 and ended in 1981. Much of the 

wastes disposed of at the site were generated from coking operations and 

steel manufacturing processes. Wastes disposed of at the site include 

K063 (vean plant sludge), basic oxygen furnace dust, and basic oxygen 

furnace slag. Pickle liquor also may have been disposed of at the site. 

Interlake Steel used old sand-mining areas for lagoons on the northeast 

side of the site. Landfilling of slag and rubble on the southern third 

of the site has raised the surface elevation approximately five feet 

above its former level. 

United States Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) inspected 

the Interlake Property site on June 26 and 27, 1980, and collected 

samples on October 7, 1980. These inspections focused on the three man-

made lagoons. It was observed that one lagoon had been drained^by pumps 
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on-site through a culvert into open water in the vetlands, which flow 

into Lake Calumet. Black tarry material was also observed covering the 

banks and surface water of one lagoon. Substances_deXeC-t<ed-J.n_ samplê ^̂  

collected from the lagoon j5ludge,.and. surface vater .included barium 

(2 pg/g) and chromium (300 yg/g). Copper vas also detected ijn...the 

surface vater. 

Groundvater samples vere also collected for a hydrogeolgic study 

contracted by Waste Management, Inc., in June 1981. The results from 

six of the shallov bedrock veils indicated concentrations of cyanide 

(0.10 to 2.96 mg/L) and benzene (0.01 to 0.90 Bg/L). U.S. EPA conducted 

a vetlands study of the southeast side of Chicago in June 1983 and 

collected five sediment samples from unspecified areas of the Interlake 

Property site. The results shoved cadmium (20 ug/g), lead (4.4 mg/g), 

zinc (12 mg/g), silver (6.6 yg/g), and PCBs (llmg/g). Polynuclear 

aromatic compounds vere detected in four of the five samples. 

On July 18, 19, and 20, 1989, Illinois Enrironmental Protection 

Agency (lEPA) collected groundvater and soil sanples for a screening 

site inspection (SSI) of the Interlake Property site. Groundvater 

samples vere collected from six on-site monitoring veils, vhich are 

believed to have been installed during the Waste Management, Inc., 

hydrogeologic study in 1981. Analysis of groundwater and soil samples 

revealed concentrations of semivolatile and volatile orgeuiics, heavy 

metals, and pesticides. 

Samples collected during the lEPA inspection in 1989 indicate a 

potential for the ;nlgratlon of contaminants from the site to groundwater 

in the Niagaran dolomite aquifer. No residents within a 4-mile radius 

Of the site use groundwater for drinking water purposes, with the 

exception of approximately 20 residences in Dolton. The exact location 

of these residences is not known, but it is not believed that ground

water contamination from the Interlake Property site would affect the 

Dolton residences because of their distance (approximately 3 1/2 miles) 

from the site and because of the presence of the Little Calumet River 

between the site and Dolton. 

Sediment seunples collected from the site during the SSI indicate an 

observed release of contaminauits to vetlands on-site. These vetlands 

flov through surface sands and ditches to Lake Calumet, vhich borders 
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the vest side of the site. Habitat in and around the on-site vetlands 

could support the federally endangered Piping Plover, which has been 

documented as nesting at Lake Calumet. A lake that qualifies as a 

fishery also exists on-site. 

Lake Calumet empties into the Calumet River, which flows into Lake 

Hichigem, depending on lake levels and the lock and dam operation. Two 

vater intakes, serving approximately 4 million people, are located 

vithin 15 miles dovnstream of the site. 

Soil contamination is less than tvo feet deep at the site, accord

ing to the SSI, although contamination in the lagoons may be deeper. 

Persons vere observed fishing from the on-site lake, and empty shotgun 

shells and old duck blinds, indicating hunting on-site, vere also 

observed during the SSI. A group of dilapidated buildings in the 

isoutheast corner of the site vas being used as a residence. Evidence of 

occupancy vas observed during the SSI. 

A release to air vas not suspected, although a potential exists for 

the migration of soil contauninants via vindblovn particulates. 

An off-site reconnaissance inspection vas conducted on August 8, 

1991, by Ecology and Environment, Inc., Field Investigation Team. Site 

features vere difficult to observe because of the thick foliage on-site. 

It did not appear that any persons vere living in the buildings on the • 

southeast corner of the site. 
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